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(O que pensa quando se fala no Ourono? Deve pensar em todas as coisas felizes reladonadas com a colheita.
Como uma pessoa do Sul, o ambiente e paisagem outonal #m uma duragdo tio curta que é dificil deixar
uma impressao forte nas pesoas, sobretudo em termos de sensagio térmica. Porém, por que razso € que as
cofes outonais que permanscem na nosa memdria s3o tdo bonitas? Ordginalmente, a5 cores outonais nio
predisim de ser experienciadas por nds para existirem, estas estio ia'm:las nos genes da Mae Natureza, slo
as espipas de trigo douradas da colheita, as folhas dowradas de gingke bifofa que pairam suavemente no ar, as
drvores de azeitona perfumada que balangam com o vento de Outone, emitindo uma fr cia delicada...
Esxactamente como descrito por Guy de Maupassant em Lw Normands: Qutono, espléndido Ourono,
guarde o seu dourado e rowo no restante, dltimo, e ainda reluzente, verde, como se a luz solar tivesse se
transformado em gotas que ciem do ofu no maro denso.

Mema edigio de O Livwar ¢ d Cidade, teremos como tema a naturera. Através do texto, abracamos a
naturera ¢ seguimos os tragos de caligrafia dos aurores para apreciar cada drvore e arbusto nas montanhas
e florestas e conhecer as regras da sobrevivéncia no planalto s onde sz pode ver a beleza nao apenas
do Qurono, mas de todas as quatro estaghes. Através do “Idioma da Narureza”, os leitores podem cu:-njl:'ll.ac
trés autores conhecidos com publicagbes escritas, em torno do tema “narureza”, com diferentes métodos e de
diferentes pontos de vistas e ficar a saber como eles pisaram o caminho da descrigio da naturera. Na secqio
do Recurso, também ndo faltam recomendagbes £ acervo da biblioteca, que consistern em virios livros
excelentes de temas variados da cateporia da criagdo literiria sobre natureza, permitindo-nos criar uma
“concepglo da narureza” mais completa.

Mos tltimos anos, a Biblioteca Pablica de Macau do Instituro Cultural ¢ o Centro de Ciéncia de Macau
cooperaram para realizar “Mundo de Ciénda Singular” e “Workrbgy Divertido — Sessao das Sextas
Feiras: Livros de [lustragao Alusivos 4 Popularzagao das Ciéncias®, eventos de boas-vindas para “mitdos e

tidos”, O “Retraro da Biblioteca™ entrevisa especialmente o Controlador da Educagio e E Expositores,
%.mmng 5i &Mﬁsmn e a Técnica (Educagan), Micole Wong, ambos do Centro de Ciéncia de Macau,
que nos desven o8 bastidores dos dois eventos e come as duas unidades cooperam na execugio das
actividades, passo a passo e de forma perfeira. Jd o “Manual da Biblioteca” apresenta uma outra exposicio
temidtica “pequena, mas bela”, “Estimular o Apetite”. O evento tem como ideia a coluna com o mesmo
nome na conta de WeChat do Instituto Colrural, exibindo 30 liveos dos quais foram partilhadas frass no
pamado nessa coluna, concretizando realments uma interacgdo endine aﬁlnf A secgio “Fala o Antor™ dd-
nos 2 conhecer as histérias por tris de "DESVELD « B8 - ZEAL", uma colecrine forogrifica recentements
publicada pelo fotdgrafo portugués de Macan, Gongalo Lobo Pinheiro, assim os motivos para ele ter focado
asua lente fotoprifica nos grupos de idosos carendados dos lares na pandemia.

“ Ano em que a Terra Mudou™ & um programa original recentemente publicado pela APPLE TV+. Este
programa interessante relembra-nos, durante este ano & meio em que estivemos sob a sombra da pandemia,
sem a influénda humana, a ecologia da natureza mostrou uma harmenia nunca antes vista. A “concepgio
da naturezs” dos humanos estd a ser redefinida, o que nos urge a valorizar e respeitar a narureza. Através de
“ler a matureza” da presente edigio de C% Livvar ¢ A Cidade, acreditamos que podemos entender melhor a
natureza e perceber que & necessirio reflectir sobre o verdadeno sentido de "abrandar” na vida.

What comes to your mind when speaking of suturnn? You probably think of things related to the
jow of harvest. It is hard toimprass a southerner with the transient coolness of autumn, but why
iz the autumn scenery in our memory =0 beautiful? It tums out that the autumn scenery exists
regardless of whether we perceive it or not: the golden ears of wheat given by nature, the ginkgo
leaves floating from the trees lika gald foil, and the sweet-scented osmanthus trees swaying in the
auturnn bresze... As French writer Guy de Maupassant put it in Un Normand, "Autumn, manelous
auturnn, blended its geold and purple with the remaining traces of verdure, as if the sun poured
dowrn drops of light into the denss groves”

Thizizsue of Library Mewsletter explores the theme of nature. In the suthors’ writing, readers will
be led to the jungles and mountains to appraciate the lush greenness, and to the wildermess and
grassland to learn the way of survival, embracing nature through words. This issue will present
nat only the beauty of autumn, but also that of the four seasons. Through the article “Whisper of
Mature”, readers will learn how the three well-known authars, whe have written nature-themed
bocks and perindicals from different aspects and in different writing styles, embarked on the path
of depicting nature. The "Feature” s=ction includes a recornmended collection of nature-themed
bocks on a wide range of subjects, which can help readers develop a mere cormplete view of nature.

[ recent years, in collaboration with the Macao Scence Center (MSC), the Macao Public Library of
the Cultural Affairs Bureau ([C] has held "A Different Warld of Sdence” and the "Friday Playground
of Science Picture Books”, both of which are very popular among all ages. The "Library Fortrait”
interviewed MSC Education and Exhibits Controller Cscar Leong and Officer Micole Waong, to reveal
howr the two institutions perfectly work together to exacute these two activities. The "Library
Handbock” introduces & small and beautiful thematic exhibition "Stimulating Taste Buds". The
exhibition criginates from its namesake column of the IC's WeChat account and showcases 30
bocks that have been shared in the column, thus triggering an online and offline interaction of
participants. The "Author's Say” brings the untcld story behind the lecal Portuguese photographer
Gongalo Lobo Finbeiro's newly published photography collection "Desuelo « j§ 8 - Zeal”, and gives the
reason why he aimed his lens at the disadvantaged elderly in mirsing homes during the COVID-19
randermic.

"The Year Earth Changed” is an criginal program launched by APPLE TV¥+ earlier this year. This
interesting program calls attention to the fact that under the shadow of the COVID-12 pandemic,
without human interference, the ecosystern has maintained unprecedented harmony in the year
and a half since the cutbreak of the pandemic. Our view of nature is being reshaped by reality,
forcing us to cherish and respect nature more than ever. Through reading nature, we can bettar
understand nature and reflect on the positive meaning of taking a "pause” of life.

P R 5 R e AR 2 W4T A Biblioteca Piiblica de Macan comsiderard 1 Introduo deste newsletter de acordo com 1 orientado de coleogga./ The Macao Public Lrany wil consider adding tha recommanded boaks inits collaction according o the colaciion planning,
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O naturalista inglés, Gilbert White, escreveu
a obra déssica 4 Histéria Natural de Selborne
(The Natsral History of Selborne) no séc, XVIII,
com base no seu interesse pela observagio da
fauna na sua vida no meio rural. Despertou uma
ressondincia de interesse de todos pela natureza e
pelas humanidades. Na presente edigio, temos
como tema a escrita sobre a natureza, dando a
conhecer aos leitores varias obras literarias sobre
a mesma. Através das suas palavras delicadas,
& possivel apreciar todas as coisas da natureza,
incluindo flores, plantas, insectos e péssaros, e todas
as pessoas, cultivando um pensamento filosofico de
simbiose igualitiria.

British naturalist Gilbert White, writer of
The MNatural History of Selborne, a classic
work based on his observations of birds,
beasts, fish and insects during his rural
life in the 18™ century, has struck the
human chord of sympathy for nature and
humanistic care. In this issue, we will take
nature writing as the theme. Several pieces
of nature writing will be introduced to
readers for them to understand from the
delicate words the philosophies of equality
and co-existence among all things in nature
- flowers, plants, insects, birds, and you
and me.
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Cavalo de Sangue

Autor: Grzylymg Haho
Editora: Jicli Publishing House
Ano de Publicagio: 2017

The Blood Horse

Author: Grzylymg Haho
Publisher: Jieli Publishing House
Year of Publication: 2017

In the field of nature writing, there is a writer who “follows an unusual
path”. He is Grzylymg Haho, a Mongolian writer with a rugged
appearance whose words are meticuloushy delicate and who has won
the Bing Xin Award, known as "the Chinese Seton”. In his writings,
there are grasslands, forests, sheepdogs and covotes, as well as the
tightly bound fates of humans and anirmals, all enlivened by a concise
and profiound style.

Speaking of his hormetown of Inner Mongalia, Haho, who now lives
in the city of Hulunkuir, said, I think the Hulunbuir Grasslands arg
the most beautiful grasslands in China, and probally in the warld.
Hurman beings are able to coexist in harmaony with grasslands
without damaging the nature. The most ideal state is sharing without
damage.” When Haho was four years old, he was often sick and
was later sent back to his familial hormetown from the city where he
was born, The four years of life he spent in the grasslands became
a miniature of his worlks - a child galloping on a pony, followed by a
shegpdog the size of a lion. “When the wind blows, the grass looks
likie & sea of waves,” he said, "but it's rarely sean today” If his creatiors
originated from his childhood life, are they 100% records of lifie? “Mot
exactly"” said Haho, Movels are fabricated but details must be true. "In
rmy creations, all anirmals exist in the real world,” he said. “The natural
erwironment they inhabit must correspond to their natural qualities
and behavior, which is the very basis of my novels ... For example,
when | was writing The Blood Horse, a novel about a Maongolian
horse, it took me three years and a half to collect writing materials.
| visited rmary wranglers in the grasslands and gave each of them
a pair of riding boots. | even made friends with the online sellers of
ricing boats. | did all these things because | wanted to express my
respect for these elder wranglers and my gratitude for the sharing
of the details of their truest stories” Unlike other fictitious "nature
literature”, Haho's creations are close to lifa,

Hahao said his works are categorized as “"children's literatura” in
Mairkand China but when translated into a foreign language, they are
received as "nature literature”, In other words, they are suitable fior
both children and adults. 1 like being a writer of children's literature
because adults are difficult to change,” he said. | hope more children
can read rmy works to fiegl the winds from the northern grasslands ...
Literary works can shape the spirtual qualities of children at certain
ages. | am corwinced that reading can change China.”

Ma drea liverdria sobre a natureza, i um autor que “nio busca o caminho
normal”. Com uma aparéncia rode, mas nma escrita delicada e fina, o autor
mongel Grivlymg Haho que, no passado, ganhou o Prémio Bing Xin, foi
chamado “Ermest Seton Thompson da China®. Na sua escrita hi prados e
florestas, hi cies pastores, mas também lobos pequenos, e a ligagio do destino
de pessoas ¢ animais & vivida e realista através deste estilo de escrita simples e
cheio de significado.

Falando da Mongdlia Interior, sua terra natal, Haho que agora vive na cidade
de Hulunbuir, admite o seguinte: “Fenso que os prados de Hulunbuir sio
o5 mais bonitos da China, e talvez 0s mais bonitos do munde! Os humanos
podem conviver em harmonia com o prade, sem danificar a mée natureza. Tal
representa um estado ideal: partilhar sem danificar”, Por estar sempre doente,
com quatro anos de idade, Haho foi enviado de volea para a sua terra naral,
depois de ter nascide na cidade. Quatro anos de vida no prado tormaram-se o
epitome da sua criagio: uma crianga montando um pequens cavalo a galopar,
com um o pastor do tamanho de um ledo atrds, “enquanto o vento soprava,
aerva parecia ondas do mar, e agora isto jd ¢ raramente visto™, 4 inspiragio da
criagio de Haho é a sua infincia, mas serd um registo totalmente fiel & vidak
O antor afirma que nio é complecamente. As histdrias sio fabricadas, mas
os deralhes devem ser reais. “*Nas minhas obras, todos os animais vivem no
mundo real & no sen habitat natural que correspondem fs suas caracteristicas
naturais e comportamentos. Esta é a base das minhas histérias... Por exemplo,
para o conto Caralo de Sangue, a histéria de um cavale mongol, a mera
recolha de materiais demoron crés anos @ meio. Entrevistel wirios pastores no
prado e ofereci um par de botas de hipismo a cada um. Até me tornei amigo
do vendedor das botas na internet, por cansa disso. Fiz isso para demonstrar
respeito aos pastores idosos, e agradecer-lhes terem oferecido os detalhes das
histérias mais reais.” Diferentemente de outros trabalhos da licerarura da
natureza ousados e criativos, as obras de Haho sio muivo préximas vida real.

Haho disse que, no Interior da China, as suas obras sio classificadas como
“literarura infantil”, mas quando craduzidas para linguas estrangeiras, sio
classificadas como “literatura da natureza”™, ou seja, sio adequadas para a
leitura de adultes e criangas. “Gosto de ser um escritor de liceratura infancil,
porque ¢ muivo dificil mudar os adultos, mas espero que mais criangas leiam
as minhas obras, para que possam sentir o vento dos prados do Norte-.. Quero
criar obras literirias com valor espiritual que possam moldar as criangas em
determinada faixa etiria, e acredico quea leioura mudard a China™
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Hong Kong ¢ uma metropole animada famosa em todo o mundo. As pessoas que andam na roa estio sempre com pressa, Talvez elas
conhecam a selva nrbana como a palma das suas mios, mas ndo prestam muita atengio is plantas e aos animais locais, Human Ip, uma
aurora de Hong Kong que ama a natureza, se tornou a menina Yama que faz este registo. Ela caminhou por todas as montanhas e lorestas
em Hong Kong e registon todo o seu percurso em imagens e textos. Publicou obras da série I Search of Flora e da sécie In Search of
Fauna, dando oportunidade a todas as pessoas de conhecer profundamente as hiscorias das plantas e dos animais em sen redor.

“Em Hong Kong, o foco das pessoas modernas é a cidade, mas, na verdade, trés quartos da drea do terreno nesta regiio estd
coberta por plantas, onde hd mais de 2.100 plantas autdcrones. De facto, todos podem explorar virias histdrias locais a partir das
espécies existentes.” Human afirmou: “Asseguro-me de que as plantas @ os animais descritos nos meos livros sio todos qoe eo ji

“EWREHHEOAEZE, BT X ERP SR 5, SRR . AR R A
17, 18 iC BB HaEEL K EE S YoliME M. REREASTYE, &
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CGMINARPUBLIC_A(;EG DE FEIFES R ER, KEA ST EEEERT (BB s, BE—F, EREWE ¥i pessoalmente. Fago primeiro um registo, recolho e organizo os materiais, pesquiso histérias ou citagdes clissicas relevantes ul:
LIVRO COM AS INDUSTRIAS WBak . Sea¥ . PUREI SR, AR, thRRNMME (—RWRMED OFE, SV FIRRAT “EEEN, RAUARSENAS RN, LI 3/4001 4 e e e
CULTURAIS E CR]_ATIVAS iwEtEi A EEr et EE, . . W, fHEENE, TR ARER & EfM S EE S, ﬂﬁﬂ.ﬁ:ﬁz,lﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬂ- AEH por ela. “Li Shizhen é um botanista grandioso, pois demoron 27 anos para concluir todo o registo do livro, onde foram listados os
TERD SRR~ , WRH BRI RIS, BRSRALRE. IR AN S SRS M WAL MERE R DA SE. ” Humani, “REHSS s e L e A S e
COMBINING PUBLISHING “HF” IRRATES ) CRH”, “SEAH, RENHTHRBSMERS, £EASEELH o 0B LA, A0 SRR R R M. 7658 R P
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES R AR RS . (B, TS AR A BB IR R T AR, R R BIREY e R ES, BRERE RESEREMOETFEEE plantagio, o1 brotos, o Sorsscimanto, a produgio de frtos e 0 murchamento.”
EE, BEEMEREQEES RAT BLAMAB L, 7TEEM, BER, TRE—HHET T " ERERARS, ERBM (AEHE) EHRES e m priine i b el mament it e e s S orama i i it
n AR TR RIEES R, SEERETH—EERE, CRENTREESEMEH MR — A R R, <R R — R KA E R R, b muitos residentes na cidade. E virios leitores fotografaram plantas e pequenos animais vistos, fazendo-lhe perguatas. Human vé
- o aumento de interesse das pessoas pelas plantas e animais locais com bons olhos, isto é muite benéfico para a conservagio. No
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entanto, ela permanece uma localizadora de flores que vive na cidade e, quando tem tempo, caminha até &s montanhas ou riachos

P, “BME—RER—ERL BE—FEE—SER". tranquilos, encontrando as plantas e animais que registard no futaro.

Hong Kong is a world-famous busy metropolis. People walking on the road are always in a hurry, They may know very
will the concrete jungle but only have little knowledge about local animals and plants. Human Ip, a Hong Kong writer
who loves nature, has become a Yama girl who travels around the mountains and forests in Hong Kong to record har
encounters using illustrations and words, A series of her works have been published, including in Search of Hora and in
Search of Fauna, for readers to explore the stories about the animals and plants around them.

TS HumanBRETH— W84 —RK, £8
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JIE CHEN B tMBEhE. BE. #2EATNERAR.

JIE CHEN

“In Hong Kong, the focus of modem people is primarily on the city. But actually, three quarters of the land is coverad by
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Jie Chen ¢ uma “menina talentosa™ famosa de Chengdu que ji
publicon mais de 30 obras. Em Abril deste ano, a colecgio de
prosas bem-recebida que langou em 2014, A Cor dzul Fislices, fol
novamente publicada pela Sichoan People’s Publishing House. Esta
“carta de amor dedicada ds plantas™ entron novamente no horizonte
dos leirores.

“A diferenga entre a primeira edigio e esta nova edigio &, para além
de pequenas modificaghes no texto, as ilustrages. Na primeira
edicio, foram usadas ilustrages botinicas europeias dos séc. XV
e XVI111, enquanto as ilustragbes desta nova edigio sio da autoria
da pintora de aguarela Yoli. Os dois tipos de ilustragdes tém suas
vantagens. Na minha opiniio, o ponto comum & usar um realismo nio
tio directo (como foros coloridas) para, quando estamos nm passo
atrds, apresentar os valores estéticos de tranquilidade, serenidade &
implicacio. Esta também era a minha intengio original da criacio
deste livro. Além disso, a edigio nova adopta todo o conceito de
concepiio do designer Zhn Xinghai - calma, bumildade e requinte
- desde a capa até 4s piginas interiores, exibindo a visio magnifica
das flores da perspectiva de insectos.” — explicou Jie Chen, quando foi
perguntada sobrea diferenca entre as duas edighes. Apontoo ainda que
asua adoragio por plantas permeda as trivialidades da sua vida “actual™
e dos “lngares distantes” para onde viaja. “No Junho desse ano, fui 4
liha de Huanglong, em Zhejiang, participar num plano de residéncia,
e ¥l ma costa um mar de flores selvagens cinzas balancando ao vento
de mar. Nunca tinha visto plancas assim antes. Pesquisei na Internet e
descobri que esta flor selvagem se chama Caidiom monnieri. Isto éa
colheita e a felicidade trazidas pelos logares longinguos. No entanto,
a maior parte da nossa vida é vivida no presente e neste momento.
Todos os dias en ando pelo men jardim, para ver que pequenas
mudangas aconteceram com as flores ¢ plantas que ji conhego bem.
Vejo se brotaram, se floresceram, se nasceu uma nova folha @ um novo
rama... Tenho nma madressilva que plantei este ano, na Primavera,
e nos iltimos dias ¥i que o sen ramo mais longo finalmente chegon
i parte superior da parede, com muite esforgo, por isso fiquei muito
feliz. Estive semprea torcer por ela.” Jie Chen acredita que a narureza
estd integrada na nossa vida. “A natureza pode ser o deserto ou uma
montanha, pode ser também uma folha ouuma pécala®

O método de promogio da nova edigio de 4 Cor dznl Vielices &
inovador e interessante. Para além do préprio liveo, também foram
langados t-shirts brancas, lengos, saboneces floraise postais ilustrados,
entre outros produtos de meerchandising do livro, assim como exibicio
de ilnstragdes de Yoli, recomendagbes de dudios de amigos, planeadas
em conjunto pela “Sala de Estudo de Jie Chen em Qing'an” e a Sichuan
People’s Publishing House, e tudo foi reunido e apresentado numa
festa de fim de tarde primaveril em Qing’an. Jie Chen afirma que
actuealmente a forma como os livros sio publicadoes é muito diferente
do passado, mas também é necessdrio fazé-lo de acordo com as
caracteristicas do livro. Algons liveos sio para ser lidos em siléncio
e sozinho, mas alguns podem ter todo o tipo de “ligagdes”. E ela teve
muita sorte em encontrar um enorme “grupo de pessoas proactivas”.
Durante a pandemia, toda a gente estd ansiosa por encontrar uma
melhor forma de combinar os trabalhos com as inddstrias culturais
e criativas, no sentido de apaziguar a alma e usar o seu jeito para
agradecer todo o que a mie natureza nos dd.

Jie Chen is a "talented girl” popular in the city of Chengdu,
who has published over 30 collections of works, Her prose
collection The Biuish Violet Color, which gained popularity
in 2014, was reprinted this April by the Sichuan People’s
Publishing House. This "love letter to plants” once again came
into the sight of readers.

"Except some minor revisions of words, the first and new
editions differ first of allin illustrations,” Jie Chenexplained. "The
first edition uses European botanical ilustrations of the 7" and
18" canturies, while the new one uses botanical ilustrations by
watercolor painter Yoli. The two types have their own features
and | think what they have in common is that they take a step
back to bring out the serenity, peace and restrained assthetic
values of plants in a less intuitive and realistic manner (using
color photos), This is also the initial aspiration of The Blush
Wialet Color Second, the new edition adopts designer Zhu
Xinghai's overall design concepts of calm, modesty and
subtlety to present in cover and inner pages the ‘magnificence’
of a flower from the perspective of an insect” She said her
affection for plants permeates the trivialities of her "current” life
and the "distant places” she is going to travel to, "This June, |
went to the Huanglong Island of Zhajiang Province to take part
ina residency program,” she said, "On the coast, | saw a large
stretch of grey-white wild flowers swaying in the sea breare.
Mever had | seen such plants before. | searched the Internet
and learned that they are called ‘Crigium monnier”. This is the
surprise a distant place brought me. However, most of us are
living in the moment. Every day, | walk to my garden to see
what subtle changes have happened to my familiar flowers
and plants - buds are appearing, flowers are blooming, new
leaves and branches are growing ... In the last few days, | found
the largest vine of the honeysuckle | grew this spring finally
climbed up to the upper edge of the flower wall, which made
me very delighted. | had been cheering for it In her opinion,
nature is an integral part of our life. "Nature can be a wilderness
ora mountain, it can also be a leaf or a petal

The promotion of the new edition of The Bluish Violket Color
is novel and interesting. In addition to the book, peripheral
products including white T-shirts, silk scarves, floral scaps
and illustrated postcards are also available, as well as Yoli's
illustration exhibitions, friends’ audio recommendations co-
planned by Jie Chen's Study in Qing'an and the Sichuan
People's Publishing House, and a late spring party that brings
everything together at the scene of Qing'an. Jie Chen said
publishing today is hugely different from what it was in the
past. It is necessary now to focus on the features of each boolk,
Some books are suitable for quict reading, while some others
can be combinad with aother activities. She is lucky to have
met a group of highly motivated people. During the COWVID-19
pandemic, everyone is considering how to better combine our
woorks with cuttural and creative industries in our own way to
soothe the soul of people and thank everything in nature,

BiE—F MRS T, BT LFRFETRRAT
FAEHANBESTR, EAFLME TR TECENNH
WEEH, PSSR Human® B A S H A 1 8h Y0
Wk B L AT A, 8 R IR AT WA, o fh e R R A0 855 £E
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In Search of Flora 2
Autora: Human Ip

Editora: Joint Publishing HK
Ano de Publicagio: 2016

In Search of Flora 2

Author: Human Ip

Publisher: Joint Publishing HK
Year of Publication: 2016

green plants, home to 2,100 species of native plants. In different species, people can find a lot of local stories," Hurman said.
“The animals and plants described inrmy books must be those seen by mysalf before, When | encounter them, | put them
on record, Then, | look up allusions or consult some elders who are familiar with the plants, With all these preparations, |
will then begin rmy writing, after which | will paint thermn.” Inthe process of writing, she frequently refers to the classic book
Ban Cao Gang Mu by Li Shizhen, "L Shizhen is a great botanist who spent 27 years on the book” she said. "The book
lists the different names for a plant in different periods and introduces the stories about plants, their functions and other
people's insights. It is very exhaustive and helpful for me to understand plants.”

In addition to being a writer, Hurnan now has a new identity - baing a farmer to grow her favorite plants in the figds, “In
the past, | could only grow potted plants at home," she said, "but now, | can grow them in the fields, From the moment
when seeds are sowed, | can observe them and record the complete process of their growth including germination,
flowering, fruiting and withering.”

Due to the COVIDA9 pandemic over the last year, going to the outskirts to climb mountains and breathe some fresh air
has become a choice for many urbanites to relax thermsehves, Many readers will even take photos of the plants or animals
they see and then consult her. Hurnan is delighted to see people paying more attention to local animals and plants than
they did before, which is very good for thair consarvation. She is still the flower sealker living in the city. Whenever sha is
fres, she will take a walk around quiet mountains or steams, and if lucky enough, she will encounter something that she
will put dowwn in her future writing,
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GOOD BOOKS TO READ TEILAEEL

Este livro, em edicio inglesa, faz paree do acerve da
Biblioteca Publica de Macau do Institute Culearal.

The English version of this book is available in the
collections of the Macao Public Library under the
Cultural Affairs Bureau.

Recomendacoes de livros @ EFER

Este livro, em edigio chinesa, estd disponivel nos seus
recursos eleceronicos da Biblioteca Publica de Macan do
Insticuto Cultural.

This book is available in the Chinese electronic
database of the Macao Public Library under the
Cultural Affairs Bureau.

R EE R
Este livro, em edigio chinesa, faz parte do acerve da
Biblioteca Pablica de Macau do Instituto Cultural.
The Chinese version of this book is available
inthe collections of the Macao Public Library
under the Cultural Affairs Bureau.
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After reading the sharing of the three nature
writers, you must have been touched by the
beauty of nature. Additionally, we have selected
eight brilliant books from our collections for you

Acreditamos que depois de ver as partilhas destes trés
antores de literatura da natureza, também sentin a beleza
vinda da natureza ¢ sc comoven. A par disso, escolhemos 8
livros excelentes da colecgio da biblioteca, para que possa

continuar a escutar a linda melodia da narureza através das

palavras sinceras ¢ simples.

to continue your exploration of the beautiful
whisper of nature in the simple texts.

EpAEEmAER e = e HEEE The Moon by Whale Light The Moon by Whale Light
"y b4
£E. BeE S8 Autor: Daniel A.Chamovitz Author: Daniel A.Charmovitz . el =8 Xiitor Diane Abbermits L —
W, BUF Tradugio: Liu 5u Translator: Liu Su Ea W wgm Tradugio: Feng Hui, Cui Yinan Translator: Feng Hui, Cui Yinan
5 Editora: Changjiang Wenyi Press Publisher: Changjiang Wenyi Press 3 : Editora: CITIC Publishing House Publisher: CITIC Publishing House
HhRdt: FITE Ano de Publicagio: 2014 Year of Publication: 2014 it : P e T Year of Publication 2017
kg 2014 LT ARG 2017
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As plantas podem ver, cheirar ou ter memoria? Serd que
clas sio capazes de percepcionar as mudangas no mundo
mais facilmente do que nos? Siga o bidlogoe Danid ¢ entre
navida de plantas de diferentes espécies, onde pode escutar
cobservar calmamente, de modo a saber mais sobreanossa
relagio com a natureza, através dos resultados de pesquisas

Can plants see or small? Do they have memories?
Can they better perceive the changes of the
world than we do? Let's explore different plant
species with biologist Daniel. Listen and observe
with a peaceful heart to better understand our
relationships with nature through the research

Wig. B, BR. CRENEEWER/AMNN
= R TR L, FELLOAE R
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B, BEmnElasEwRTES, MASREE

Os morcegos, crocodilos, baleias ¢ pinguins sio quatro
espécics deanimais que tém vindo a diminuir continuamente,
devido aos mal-entendidos cmassacres por parte dos bumanos,
A autora observou atenciosamente as condibies de vida destes
animais. Mesmo correndo perigos durante o progresso, do
inicio ao fim, estd convicta de que a vida ¢ igual para todos,

Bats, crocodiles, whales and penguins are
diminishing in number due to people’'s
misunderstanding and indiscriminate killing. The
writer observes their living conditions attentively
for us. Despita all the difficulties, she is convinced
that all lives are equal and that hurmans are

HEREHMIHEEAARME. na drea da genética, entre outros findings of genetics and other fields. 1S PRI B 2 B S .. ¢ que os humanos estio intimamente ligados is sitnagoes inextricably linked with the circumstances they
encontradas por estes animais. encounter.
RERHEE gt b BT O T 2 B 15 5 o BHOAOIES, T4 . KGTERE— FHINRINNE  The Call of Thee Poles The Call of The Poles
N W EE I
{E& . LI ¥ Autora: Annie Dillard Author: Annie Dillard . EFiEE: Autor: Michio Hoshino Author: Michio Hoshino
" Tradugio: Yu Youshan Translator: Yu Youshan " ] Tradugio: Wo Yiwen Translator: Wu Yiwen
= A Editora: Guangxi Normal University Press Publisher: Guangxi Mormal University Press =H: Bfa Editora: Sunny Day Publishing House Publisher: Sunny Day Publishing House
kit FREIRPERAR Ano de Publicagio: 2015 Year of Publication: 2015 HihRAL: B Anodec Publicagio: 2009 Year of Publication: 2009
HARSFE{S: 2015 HARSE{; 2009
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PEE-FERIAXEAMNEGE, LIFHMNE
S=H. BEpFELETEY. BWEXEN
By, FRETEGEES, ARREAEN

A autora de uma das obras clissicas de literatura da
natureza, Annie, apresenton, numa linguagem poética,
todos os detalhes da mie natureza observados durante
um ano em que viven na mentanha. No livro, ndo so estio

registados plantas, animais ¢ madancas climdticas, como

também estio descritos a igualdade da vida, a harmonia

One of the classics of nature literature comes from
writer Annie who presents in a poetic language
her observations of nature during her one-year
life in mountains. The book not only keeps records
of plants, animals and climate changes but also
highlights the philosophies of equality among

{EEF IRV S b, R ISEITES, ML
NENMERS. MEHEFEXHRSELE
TEMERERETHER, EREEERP
HARDHXELAS, MELASHERER
E= 4 pli ey oAl

Mo vasto ¢ imenso meio rural da regiio polar, o mundo ¢
especialmente sereno, ¢ a vida € perseverante. O forografo
Michio Hoshino usou a sua lente fotogrifica para registar
o estado dos seres vives com o aquecimento global.
Mas situagdes mais perigosas ¢ dificeis, ainda ¢ possivel
encontrar paisagens lindas, € estas tornam-se a forga que

Inthe vast expanse of the polar wilds, the world is
especially quiet but life is so tough. Photographer
Michic Hoshino uses his lens to record the living
conditions of creatures in the face of global
warming and has found picturesque scenery in
the rmost difficult and dangerous situations. Such

S, HEEEMRS. de vivéncia entre os humanos e a natureza, assim como o all creatures, harmonious co-existence between nos encorajaaavangar. scenery will become a source of strength that
verdadeiro sentido do respeito mituo. humans and nature, and mutual respect between encourages us in our way forward.
the twio.

| Fncmier | B#EE AL Natwure and Man Mature and Man HEREe Walden Walden
H 1Fd. EEETE Autor: Roka Tokutoemi Author: Roka Tolutomi 1F&. =% E-HE Autor: Henry David Thorean Author: Henry David Thoreau
;‘:‘z"“": g " Wi Tradugio: Chen Dewen Translator: Chen Dewen B GG Tradugio: Le Xuan Translator: Le Xuan
i E =H: Editora: Zhiwen Press Publisher: Zhiwen Press . Editora: Taiwan Commercial Press Publisher: Taiwan Commercial Press

- 5 Hikdt: &3 Ano de Publicagio: 2001 Year of Publication; 2001 HihRit: & RSB EE Ano de Publicagio: 2014 Year of Publication; 2014
g HARSEE: 2001 HARSE{G: 2014
=3

METLNENE. FERBNSFRS, BB
BRFF R Z R, METH R, HREmEELl
REEFENEFTRELCS TR, @HRERN
MF, BFEKIRILGZ REPEEIS A A, thiE

O amanhecer no Monte Fuji, os templos frescos de Kyoto,
¢ todos os lugares que possam ser vistos pelos nossos
olhos ¢ escutados pelos nossos ouvidos, foram registados
tranquilamente com tinta ¢ cancta nas mios de Roka

Tokutomi. Ao ler cuidadosamente as suas palavrasrefinadas,
¢ como s¢ nma paisagem clegante ¢ tranquila aparecesse aos

Mount Fuji at dawn and the temples in Kyoto
to escape from summer heat, whatever you
see and hear, are all captured in the writings
of Roka Tokutomi. His beautiful words unfold
before readers’ eyes, the elegant and secluded
landscapes of Japan and shed light on the writer's

EEEANBENRFRZ—, SR TRERS
IEEEHEETECH/INARE, EBTHSE
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E hEEFREROBNEE, SHEHFBEA

Esta ¢ uma das obras cldssicas da literatura da natureza que
regista a vida de isolamento de dois anos ¢ dois meses de
Henry David Thoreau, enquanto cste construia a sua casa
de madeira i beira do Lago Walden. Observara mudangas
das quatroe estagbes no Lago Walden, ¢ também observar
as mudangas do scn proprio estado de espirito, fez com

This is one of the classics of nature literature
that describes how Thoreau built his own cabin
near Walden Pond, and spent two yvears and two
months in solitude. He observes his own mental
changes while observing the seasonal changes
at Walden Pond, through which he has come to

ﬁﬂjﬁgﬂgﬁﬁmgaﬁgaﬂﬁa olhos l:kllt“:ﬂl’, o que tambmldmlnmusp:nsmnms attachment to nature, as well as his philnsnphical {F!EMﬁiﬁ—leEEi“ que o aukor reflectisse novamente sobre a verdadeira busca rethink pﬂﬂplﬂls true pursuit ba}rond matarial life.
filosoficosdo autor e 05 seus sentimentos sobre a natureza. thoughts. material doshumanos.
o A "‘,'.f: ,}-‘@ M EE A Conversagie Secreta com a Floresta de Ku Ling Ku Ling’s Sacret Conversation with the Forest PPEISEED: I —EEE, HESFAEREEMN A Sand County Almanac A Sand County Almanac
i ok -
] %%ﬁﬁmﬁ Es
E_., ..... ____' 4 f_:,’ . 2 Autor: Ku Ling Author: Ku Ling . BES  =EIgE Autor: Aldo Leopeld Author: Aldo Leopold
S b : Editora: People’s Literature Publishing House Publisher: People’s Literature Publishing House e - Tradugio: LiJingying Translator: Li Jingying
oA .ﬁi ;(y trifidr: AR Ano de Publicagio: 2013 Year of Publication: 2013 = Editora: Reveal Books Rl bialisie, el
i\ -;_"::}:r"* RS, 2013 HhEit, BO3HE Ano de Publicagio: 2015 Year of Publication: 2015
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1 RA AR, 2015
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Esta ¢ uma obra adequada para a leitura de pais « filhos,
O autor guia todos pelos caminhos da natureza com os
scus truques cxperientes para contar historias. Através da
viagem misteriosa pela floresta das personagens principais,
amenina Atayal ¢ Ku Ling, ndo s6 podemos aprender
conhecimentos ecologicos sobre as plantas ¢ os animais,
também instiga a nossa reflexdo sobre a relagio dos

humanus COIIL A NATUIEEd.

This is a book suitable for parent-child shared
reading. The writar tells stories in a sophisticated
rnanner and takes readers into the world of nature.
Through an Atayal girl and Ku Ling's fantastic
journey in the forest, we can not only acquire
more knowledge about animals and plants but
also come to reflect upon the relations between
humans and natura.

EEEFRFEERFARFRFACHREN
ENRESLENEEER, TERREFERE
S BERLHAEREE SHEREW
BERHEPEHBETIERE, LERDALE
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O famoso ccologista americans, Aldo Leopold, escreven
estas anotagics de observagio quando replantou, junto
com a sua familia, drveres numa quinta danificada ¢
abandonada. Através do estabelecimento da nova ligagio
com o terreno, percepcionou de nove a beleza da natureza
numa secicdade excessivamente materialisea, e aperceben-
sc também que 05 humanos sio apenas uma parte do
ccossistema, ¢ ndo os donos de todas as coisas.

This book is a collection of observation notes
written by renowned American ecologist Aldo
Leopold, who recultivated plants on a destroyed
and deserted farm together with his family.
Reconnecting himself with the land has helped
him refeel the beauty of nature in a materialistic
society, and come to realize that human beings
are only components of an ecosystem, not
dominators of all creatures.
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OPENING UP NEW HORIZONS
THROUGH POPULAR
SCIENCE AND READING
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The Macac Science Center (MSC) allows visitors to enjoy the
fun of exploring science in a hands-on, knowladge-based and
scientific way, while the Macao Public Library of the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) provides readers with a large variety of science books.
These two institutions have worked together since 2017 to offer
interesting scientific activities and theme-based extensive reading
so as to closely connect popular science and reading, arcusing
more peoplke's interest in exploring science,

The cooperation between the MSC and the Macao Public Library
of the IC has yielded lecture series and workshops on "A Different
World of Science” for teenagers and adults, and the "Friday
Playground of Science Picture Books" aimed at children, "Many
people find it difficult to study science so we explore the thems
from a life perspective to increase peocple's leaming interast,” MSC
Education and Exhibits Controller ©scar Leong said. "The hands-
on experience offered by the MSC and the popular science books
of the Library are combined to present a more diversified face
of science.” In 2021, the MSC has introduced "Learning Popular
Science During Afternoon Tea" into the series of activities on "A
Different World of Science”. This newly-added activity focuses on
familiar topics such as watching animated science fiction films and
making science toys, explaining scientific knowladge in a relaxing
and interactive way. At the same time, it has even attracted the
participants to read by kindling their interest in science, who can
continue to despen their scientific knowladge via reading popular
science books recommended by the Library. In addition, Cscar
menticned that his team were working on a podcast. "We will try
new promotion methods while keeping holding workshops and
lectures. Last year, for example, the MSC added an "MSC e-Lilbrary'
to its website where users can read popular science books on the
online platform.”

The "Friday Playground of Science Pictura Books" is also a popular
activity of the two institutions. Oscar hopes to bring popular
science to different communities, especially children from grass-
rocts dual-career families. The libraries in each community are
a good choice. MSC Officer (Education) Micok Wong, who is in
charge of this activity, added, "This activity uses science picture
books as lead-ins along with creative drama games, enabling
participating childran to acquire simple scientific knowledge and
arousing their interest in it inthe process.”
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@; What kinds of library card electranic application methods

are avallable for Macao residents?
A: Residents can apply forfrenaw lbrary cards at the saif-

08

service klosks of the ldentification Services Bureau
using their Macao SAR Resident Identity Cards. Those
under the age of 12 can have the procadures completed
by thelr parent or guardian.

Macao Resldent Identity Cardholders aged 12 or above
whao have registersd accounts on the "Commaon Access
to Public Sarvices of the Macao SAR™ can directly login
to the mobille application "My Library” using their
Commaon Access account. Ulrary card application will
be compileted Immediately upon login.

Where necessary, resldents can enguire about and
apply for physical Ibrary cards at the service counters
of libraries during the counter service hours,
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LIBRARY PORTRAIT + LIBRARY WONDER WHY
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MSC Education and Exhibits Controller Otscar Leong hopes that these
popular science and resding act vitiescan spark people’s inerestin science

EEE S " AT Nicole TR EREFEE
iTER, BERECREE, ¢EH R REE S

MSC Oificer Nicole Wong has carried out the “Friday Playground of
Sdence Ficoure Books™ in different commaunity lbraries, hoping voexpand
itscoverage and allow mow children o get access to sdence.

ISR T A
ELECTRONIC METHODS FOR
APPLYING FOR LIBRARY CARDS
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@; For how long are library cards valid if they are appilied for
wia electranic methods? Can the same methods be used
for renewing library cands?

Al The valldity perlods of lbrary cards do not vary by
application method. For Macao residents aged 12
or above, thelr library cards are valld for 10 years.
However, for those aged 60 or above, thelr library
cards are valld for life. Please also note that the only
electronic method avallable currently for renewing
Iirary cards Is by using the self-service kiosks of the
Identification Sarvices Bureau.
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Recharge yourself through a book.
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SURPRISES IN READING

— THEMATIC BOOK EXHIBITIONS

A e 1 A S G L B AR 5 A WA L T i B S Ry
T Sk A 2 3 I 1 A A O A e = O e Y
B e, - SRR S L B Ay SUERI AR A, 2 EE P T WA R

ELON DN, & BT R BT R M R A e, ) O R T L. BLIE R
B MR o MR S WA, R 20205 B0 RS £ SR E R
BRI o BRI 30RO S AR, 1 14N o iR B R R 30 R A T AR F s
. SRR, BisE, BEES, UEREIE Y AR R R, RIER,
HE IR MR R R T LR P SRR T e A — AR, & BN R B AR
By 5, SEETHE L. LML B WA 7 LA A T B R A £ A, MR SO IR, N
WARMRER . B ARTE MR RE TR EE M —, B, PREN
ST E R, A L I Y R B AT A SO R, iR RS PR
BT RN R, RENSE R IR

=8
oJeR B

Conhecer a Biblioteca
MEaE)BER/INNSNBEERENSRRIGE ' o|RREBE(FREB B EI MR -

Com jogos interactivos e historias sobre os recursos e as caracteristicas particulares das bibliotecas,
esta iniciativa procura cativar o interesse dos estudantes para a utilizacao das mesmas.

171N

BHB : 2021 F 10— 12BHIM
Data . Outubro a Dezembro de 2021

RS | 40088 (U RSERIRZHERER )
Duracao - 40 minutos (sujeito a adaptacoes ligeiras, conforme as
necessidades da escola)

Libraries are known as treasuries of knowledge. Given how sizable they are, how can you find books that interest
you there? Considering this, since earlier this year, the Macao Public Library under the Cultural Affairs Bureau {1C)
has been holding interesting thematic book exhibitions on a regular basis. These exhibitions provide a special
way for readers to know about the library collections and to have fun in such “treasure hunting”.

To promote reading and the different kinds of books of the Macao Public Library is the fundamental aim of
the thematic book exhibitions. Take for example, the one launched in recent months, which takes the theme
of "Stimulating Taste Buds”. The exhibition is based on the 30 quotes posted in 2020 in the "Stimulating Taste
Buds” column on the IC’s WeChat account. It is a roving display of the 30 corresponding books in 14 branch
libraries, and the books are written by authors of different fields. In this point-and-line-to-plane approach,
readers are guided - from quotes to books and from books to authors - to spark their own interest in reading.
While reading in the display areas, readers can also enjoy floral fragrance and access performances by the
Macao Orchestra via QR codes at the venue. Readers can savor the "mixed tastes” of the books with the senses
of sight, smell and hearing; awaken their cultural "taste buds”; and enjoy the wonderful time of reading. This
aside, promoting Chinese traditional culture is also one of the key themes of the event. Focusing on traditional
festivals such as the Spring Festival and the Mid-Autumn Festival, relevant books are displayed to disseminate
the details of the festivals and Macao's life and cultures to the general public. Deoing so deepens Macao
residents’ understanding of Chinese culture and sense of belonging to the city. The event also allows the general
public to experience the fascination and surprises brought by daily reading.
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LIERARY MAGNIFIER

H%/ JAPAN NAKANOSHIMA CHILDREN’S BOOK
FOREST IS A CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
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Local . Sala de aula/auditério da escola

BRI O8 (k3) —NZ (pP.2)
Destinatario . Alunos do 3.° ano do ensino infantil (K.3) ao 2. ano do

ensino primario (P.2)

EE BB

Lingua veicular : Cantonés
(E: BRARESERIBRERE - )

(Mota: Os equipamentos audiovisuais e de projeccao sao assegurados
pela propria escola)
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INSTITUTO CULTURAL BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA de MACAU
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Laas o SNy
B 3%/ Source: Makanoshima Children's Book Forest

Makanoshima Children's Book Forest is a children's library
designed by Japanese master architect Tadac Ando. It is a
thrae-story library space which is completely surrcunded by
walls of books - looking just like a vast book forest. Currently,
the library holds a collection of arcund 18,000 books, which
are categorized into and displayed under 12 themes that cater
to children, such as "Let's Play with Mature” and "Move Your
Body". A diversity of books is presentad in the library, ranging
from storylooks, picture books, art books, cookbooks to
books translated from foreign languages and more. Children
can freely discover and develop an interest in reading here, It
is also noteworthy that children can take books cut from the
licrary to the adjacent park and read them at the riversids,
under the shade of trees, on the lawn, or at other spots of the
park. This corveys to children the message of reading without
boundaries.

@ 1 Chome-1-28 Nakanoshima, Kita Ward, Osaka

{inside nakancshima park)
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THE SYMPATHIZER

He is a spy, a sleeper, a spook, a man of two faces. Not surprisingly, he is a man of two minds. “Remember, you are not half
of anything, you are twice of everything®, his loving mother used to say.

Six years have passed since Captain's capture. He is a patient, not a
prisoner, his captures insist. During these six years, Captain should
consider himself fortunate to be given the chance to write and perfect
his confession, his captures say. This confession spans the entirety of
the book, all of which, until Chapter 19, is written in the first person. The
main character, Captain, confesses to everything he can remember and
think of, going as far back as his childhood.

The events in this historical fiction are mostly based on true events,
which Viet Thanh Mguyen drew inspiration from a wide reading list.
Albeit abridged, this novel covers the fall of Saigon, Viet Cong activities,
South Vietnamese prison and police, American interrogation techniques
from the 1850s, and reeducation camps; and is packed with brilliant
satire.

Captain is the son of a young Vietname se woman and French priest, with
whom he never really spent time apart from when he was little and sent
to Sunday school. After learning that the priest is his father, Captain
never returns to Sunday school. His father would send petit ecolier
biscuits a couple of times a year, biscuits his mother would only take
a small bite from so that her son could indulge in these rare luxuries.
Captain struggles with being half-Vietnamese and half-French, he does
not look like everyone else, be it in Vietnam or later the United 5tates.
His mother lovingly reassures him, he isn't half of anything but twice of
everything.

Captain, whose name we never learn, leaves Vietnam for the United
States to go to college, and while there, he learns of his mother's death.
She was only 34 at the time, and he feels helpless not having been home
while she was sick. After completing his studies, he returns to Vietnam,
where he eventually becomes an army captain. He, along with one of his
two best friends, Bon, flee Saigon during its fall. Bon loses his wife and
young son as they are running on the tarmac to board the flight out of
Saigon. They fly to Thailand where they are given refugee status and wait
faor their travel to America, which will be their new home.

In America, Captain doesn't feel at home either; he doesn't look like
amyone else there either. He embraces every aspect of living the ‘American
Dream' - life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. He is cautious not to
say whether he is happy or not 50 as not to upset those around him; his
argument, he writes in the confession, is that saying he is happy implies
someone at the table is less happy than him; and saying he is unhappy
implies someone at the table is happler than he is and, therefore,
that person is made to feel bad that someone isn't as happy as them.
When being asked, Captain says he is living the dream, he is pursuing
happiness. But, in actuality, he is unhappy.

While in America, Captain remains a sympathizer of the people in the
North. He methodically writes letters to his aunt in Paris, detailing his
new life in America; hidden in invisible ink, he writes about the fight
and resistance as well as fellow Vietnamese and refugees he meets in
Los Angeles. This correspondence is bilateral, and comes with coded
messages when it reaches Captain. Auntie, we find out towards the end
of the nowel, is his other best friend, Man, who never left Vietnam.

SYMPATHIZER
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In the land of the free and home of the brave, Captain is enamored
with his co-worker Sonia, socializes with the Vietnamese community,
amoangst whom are the General, the Crapulent Major, Sonny, Madam, and
Lana. As a way to keep the fight alive and raise funds for the resistance,
the freedom of the South, the General opens a liquor store and his wife,
Madam, opens a pho soup shop as well. Sonny is the editor of a local
Vietnamese community bulletin/newspaper. The General gets word
that there is a mole amongst his circle and trustingly asks Captain whao
he thinks it may be. Not having an answer is not an option, so Captain
suggests it could be the Crapulent Major, whom the General orders
killed. Having never killed anyaone in his life, Bon helps Captain pull this
off and make it look like an accident.

In a fate of events, Bon wants to return to Vietnam and Captain shares
this wish with Auntie, who strongly advises “do not return™. Captain
does anyway, he cannot let Bon go by himself and potentially get killed.
In order to be allowed to return to Vietnam, with Bon, the General
orders another man killed. This time Captain has to do it himself. After
a lot of run-through and rehearsing, his plans go awry, but he pulls it off
nonetheless.

Relieved to be returning to Vietnam with his best friend, Captain
and Bon, along with their small group of men, are captured while
crossing from Thailand into Vietnam through the Mekong. Captain is
tortured repeatedly on orders of the Commandant and Commissar. But
Commissar is the reason Captain and Bon were not killed during their
six-year imprisonment.

After writing and rewriting over and over a lengthy confession to the
liking of Commandant and after being tortured and deprived of sleep,
Captain is allowed to meet Commissar, “the invisible man™, a man with
no face, whose voice he recognizes immediately when they speak.
Commissar is Man, Captain's and Bon's best friend who never left
Vietnam.

Bon and the others in the same group that was captured with Captain
are not subject to the same treatment, but that is because Captain is the
sympathizer, the maole, the spy, the sleeper, the spook. Captain is a man
of two faces.
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COLUNA ESPECIAL

A TRANSFORMAGCAO DE LUCIO

Qual o interesse que um romance de aventuras escrito hd 1800 anos atrds é capaz de despertar em nés? E bem verdade que

temos uma certa reveréncia por nomes gue, ainda, sdo lembrados como os malores vultos da literatura da Antiguidade - Homero,
Euripides, Platdo, Cicero, Virgilio, Horacio - nomes que por s/ 565 as vezes bastam para motivar leitores modernos a retirarem
suas obras das prateleiras. Diferentemente desses, todavia, ha autores menores gue hofe permanecem guase ignorados, apesar
de também terem conseguido sobreviver ao tempo. Um desses é (Lucio) Apuleio, ndo um ateniense do grande século de Péricles
ou um romano da era de Augusto, mas um natural da provincia de Numidia (uma porgdo da atual Argélia), na periferia do Império
Romano no [l século d.C. Beneficiado por uma heranca, Apuleio pode gozar de uma educacdo de primeira linha, acumulada nas

grandes capitals culturais do mundo mediterraneo. Cosmopolita até o fim, estabeleceu-se como um filésofo neo-platénico e
como seguidor de cultos religiosos secretos, o gue é chave para interpretarmos a sua produgdo intelectual e literaria.

Dos textos de Apuleio, o "Asinus Aureus™, também conhecido coma
as “Metamorfoses”, & particularmente interessante para leitores
contemporidneos. Escrito num latim maneirista, conta as aventuras
de um jovem de boa familia, “Licio", que viaja pela Grécia em busca
de experiéncias inusitadas. Muito interessado em ocultismo - um
tema popular e tabu em sua época - ele seduz uma jovem bruxa que,
por acidente, termina por fazer com que ele seja transformado num
asno/burro. Embora o antidoto fosse bastante singelo, algumas
petalas de rosas, os desencontros sio tantos que isso parece se
tornar impossivel. Muma série de desventuras, Licio (convertido
em burro) é explorado, surrado, perseguido, humilhado, correndao
constante risco de wvida. Surge assim uma série de situagdes -
tristes, cdmicas, chocantes - aparentemente fruto do acaso, mas
que, sub-repticiamente, carregam-no de cidade em cidade, em
dire¢do desfecho absolutamente surpreendente.

O “Asno de Ouro”™ pode ser classificado num género literario muito
especial: o "proto-romance”. Como ancestral das obras que em
nossos dias se tornaram “literatura™ por antonomasia, os “proto-
romances"” eram lidos puramente para diversdo e compostos em
prosa - a poesia era exclusiva da “alta literatura™ na Antiguidade.
Portanto, tinham um ritmo acelerado, suas narrativas eram cheias de
peripécias, com preferéncia por emogdes fortes e apelando para o
exdtico. © enredo era construido sobre lugares-comuns, tais coma
raptos, naufragios e longas viagens, sendo constantes as situagdes
roméntico-amorosas. Contudo, apesar de que a cbra de Apuleio
herde todos esses elementos, também os condimenta com bruxaria,
violéncia e perversdes sexuals, reproduzinde o gosto da elite
romana de sua época.

Os pontos de contato entre o “Asno de Ouro™ e os outros textos de
seu género criam falsas expectativas, mantendo uma atmosfera de
suspense que se reforga, a medida em gque a trama ganha impulso
rumo ao seu desfecho. Logo no inicie, o tema do ocultismo &
introduzido, com mortes violentas que sdo reexplicadas coma
alucinagdes de Licio. O aspecto hospitaleiro de pacatos aldedes e
cidades provincianas & frequentemente negado com maquinagdes
secretas, relagdes obscuras @ uma onipresente vocagdo para a
crueldade. Logo fica claro que ndo ha uma diferen¢a essencial
entre ladries e sovinas, campdnios e comerciantes - ninguém & o
que aparenta, e isso ndo & bom. A despeito de que suscite simpatia
no leitor, o prépric Licio & egocéntrico, leviano e voluptuoso.
Pretendendo usar da magia negra para virar uma coruja, ele termina
por e converter num burro, simbolo de lascivia na Antiguid ade.

Por falar em lascivia, o filme “Satiricon™, de Frederico Fellini, evoca
um pouco do clima criado por Apuleio em seu texto. O diretor
italiano baseou-se no “proto-romance”™ homénimo, um século mais
antigo do que o “Asno de Quro™, que criava situagdes cdmicas a
partir da competicdo de dois pederastas pelos favores de um jovem
imberbe. Depois de transformado num burro, Licio passa a observar
a luxdria humana com outros olhos, naturalmente, percebendo o
quanto essas pulsies geram infelicidade, sem conseguir, todavia,
escapar aos desejos impuros dos que permaneceram humanos! Isto
&, a sexualidade retratada no "Asno de Quro"™ muda com o passar

Q
OASNO DE OURO

Autor: Apuleic
Imprensa: Meam Martins : Buropa-Amearica
Anc: 1990

das paginas. Celebrada no inicio, paulatinamente vem sendo
relacionada a corrup¢do e mesmo morte fisica.

E bem verdade que a *mensagem” profunda do texto demora a
aparecer. Por um lado, isso tem a ver com tipo de técnica narrativa
que Apuleio utiliza. Ele segue a técnica que Ovidio aplicara em
seu grande poema sobre as metamorfoses retratadas nos mitos
e lendas gregas. Ao invés de uma histdria continua, Ovidio cose
episddios separados uns aos outros, como uma colcha de retalhos.
Apuleio utiliza um método comparavel, em que ao fio condutor,
a histéria de Licio, penduram-se estdrias paralelas e mesmao
longas divagagdes a titulo de "estdrias dentro da estdria™. Por
outro lado, a significagdo profunda do "Asno de Ouro" permanece
escondida até o Gltimo capitulo porque seu autor ndo permite que
o Bem (ou uma interpretacdo dele) surja, pristina, antes disso. E
inguestionavel que surgem personagens puras, jovens donzelas, que
deixam a impressdo de serem as heroinas - antes de simplesmente
desaparecem ou terminarem mortas. Uma das mais belas passagens,
o famoso conto de fadas sobre Psiqué& e Eros (no capitule IV), &
ensejado por uma dessas personagens.

Um dos mais interessantes efeitos do "Asno de Ouro" é o de que
o leitor revé toda a experiéncia de leitura da obra uma vez atinja
o capitule Xl, com que se conclui a ocbra. 5e a motivagdo primeira
era a de se divertir com os bons (e sobretudo maus) momentos
que vivencia Ldcio, as mortes violentas, a indiferenca com que
personagens importantes desaparecem sumariamente, os adultérios
e bestialidades cada mais frequentes vio transformando a histéria
num longo pesadelo para o “burro™ que, finalmente, se da conta de
sua aporia e inwvaoca um poder malor para que o salve. Messa viragem
repentina, fica implicito que Licio era Apuleio e que a histdria que
contou ficcionalizava todo um trajeto humano, moral e espiritual,
conduzindo-o a um tipo de experiéncia e salvagio religiosa
inimaginaveis antes de sua metamorfose fisica.

Giorgio Sinedino
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